"Arrhythmias can be initiated by metabolic disturbances, particularly in potassium or sodium levels in the blood, by myocardial infarction or by adverse reaction to drugs". " One definition of a portable instrument is that a nurse should be able to carry it 100 m". ... tend to be rather flippant, and portray a lack of insight into what clinical intensive care is all about.
I would not recommend this book for those starting anaesthesia or intensive care, but would suggest its use as a reference text, or as a book for the tutor or advanced student. The book is divided into two parts. The first deals with normal physiology under five headings-respiration, cardiac function, regional circulation, physiology and the pharmacology of the autonomic nervous system, the kidney and body fluids.
The second part is clinical, and deals with signs and symptoms, measurements, shock, the medical management and nursing care of pulmonary insufficiency. Two of the seven chapters in this section are devoted to cardiac arrhythmia.5 in the critically ill.
Illustrations are mainly confined to line drawings which are clear and fully annotated independent of the text. The few photographs presented are black and white and of good quality.
Original and classical articles are quoted throughout the book, and each of the 17 chapters includes a complete list of appropriate references.
The book does have some surprising omissions. For example, in the section on respiratory physiology, lung volumes, closing volumes, and respiratory function tests go unmentioned. In the clinical section, advances in humidification and endotracheal tube technology are not acknowledged, and the subject of intermittent mandatory ventilation, a system recently developed in the United States, is also omitted.
The conveniently small size of the book has precluded discussion of intravenous alimentation, while antibiotic therapy is dealt with superficially.
Despite these defects the book is an excellent review of the physiological abnormalities underlying critical illness and the principles of treatment.
Traditional theories, such as Starling's law, are concisely explained, newer concepts, such as the function of cyclic A.M.P. in adrenergic alimentation are clearly outlined, and on rather diffuse subjects, such as pharmacology of the sympathomimetic amines the authors are helpfully didactic.
I recommend the book for LC.U. book shelves.
A. J. KELLY

Errata
The review of the book" A Basis and Practice of Neuroanaesthesia "by E. Gordon (Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, 3,360) incorrectly referred to A. R. Hunter as Editor. Professor A. R. Hunter is the Editor-in-Chief of the series" Monographs in Anesthesiology " and Dr. E. Gordon's book is Volume 2 in this series.
We regret any confusion caused by our error.
EDITOR.
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